Buxa Tiger Reserve (26°30'-26°55'N & 89°20' & 89°55'E) is situated in Jalpaiguri District of West Bengal. The Reserve spreads over an area of 760 sq km with the core area being 385 sq km. The northern boundary of the Reserve is along the international boundary of Bhutan. The eastern part of the Reserve ends with the boundary of Assam. The western and southern boundaries are bordered by tea gardens, agricultural fields and human settlements. There are 37 villages inside and 33 tea gardens on the fringes of the Reserve. The forest of Buxa is broadly classified as tropical moist-deciduous forest (Champion & Seth, 1968) . The temperature ranges from a maximum of 32°C to minimum of 12°C and the average annual rainfall is 4100mm. The altitude of the Reserve varies from ca. 60m-1750m.
The Reserve is intercepted by several rivers (Rydak, Bala, Jainty, Dima) and perennial streams. A small stagnant waterbody (~1.3km long & ~50m wide) called Naratali is found in the Reserve. These are the important wetlands of the Reserve that attract a variety of waterbirds. A regular monitoring of waterbirds (presence/absence) was attempted in Rydak (near Bhutanghat guest house) and Dima (in Dima Beat) rivers and, monthly population counts (only for larger birds such as egrets, herons, duck, teals & storks) were made in Naratali during the winter of 2000-2001. The Reserve is well known for its diversified forest bird species but not known to many as an important water bird area.
Forty-five water bird species were recorded from the Reserve during the study period ( Totally, 13 species of waterbirds were recorded in January and a maximum population of 313 birds were recorded in February at Naratali (Fig. 1) . Naratali is an important wetland of the Reserve. A pair of Lessser Adjutant-stork Leptoptilos javanicus (a Red Data Book species) was seen regularly around the wetland. Once a Coot was recorded from the area. The species was not reported earlier from the Reserve (see Allen et al., 1996) , which is almost outside of its distributional range (Grimmett et al., 1998; Kazmierczak, 2000 The location was adjacent to the road leading to KiulaKalametiya fishing harbor and the habitat was a seasonal pond. The shallow pond had accumulated water from the mid intermonsoon showers. The surrounding vegetation was grasslands and scrublands. Species identification was done by their colour patterns and other morphological characters based on Dutta and Manamendra-Arachchi (1996) .
At the edge of the pond the bull frog swallowed P. maculatus slowly by its head. The swallowing took place for about eight minutes after which the bull frog leaped into the water. Bambaradeniya (1997) had recored a H. crassus swallowing a microhylid (Microhyla rubrum) in a rice field at Bathalagoda, Sri Lanka.
Microhyla ornata (Ornate narrow mouth frog), Limnonectes limnocharis (Common Paddy Field Frog) and Uperodon systoma (Baloon Frog) were also recorded from the same pond during the time of observation.
